
FAITH AND ENRICHMENT COMMITTEE – 2017 REPORT 
 
In 2017 the PAVCSS Faith and Enrichment Committee continued to provide our members with 
many and varied opportunities to engage in rich, high quality faith enrichment events and activities.  
In the business of the day to day it is of great importance that we all have a chance to stop and 
reflect on who we are as leaders in Faith and to continue to grow in our knowledge and 
understanding of this central part of our roles in supporting our communities.  
In taking on the role of convenor of this committee I am acutely aware of the need to continue to 
provide experiences and opportunities which will enhance our understanding and practice in 
bringing the Good News of Jesus to our own lives and that of our faith communities. I am very 
grateful to Anthony Kirley who is standing away from this role after 3 years of dedicated and 
thoughtful service and on your behalf I wish to thank him for all he has done in support of our 
group.  
Of course none of this is possible without the unfathomable commitment of our executive Officer 
Paul Ryan. Many would be unaware of the incredible work which Paul does behind the scenes to 
ensure that we secure some of the most eminent Theologians in the world to engage with us, 
powerful and meaningful pilgrimage opportunities and school tours of theologians which bring 
broader benefit to our school communities.  
In 2018 the Faith and Enrichment committee will continue to dedicate themselves to the provision 
of faith learning, discernment and reflection. I encourage you to reflect on how you might become 
more actively involved in this group, either through your membership of the committee or by 
providing much valued advice, suggestion and encouragement to our work.  
Below you will find information on the initiatives of the Faith and Enrichment committee from 
2017 as well as details of activities and events for 2018 and beyond. 
Thank you all for your continued support. 
 
 

1. Pilgrimages: 
 Eastern Europe 2017 : 

o The 2017 PAVCSS Pilgrimage to Eastern Europe commenced on Saturday 
September 9 and concluded on Friday September 29.There were 19 
participants including Tour Leader Joe Caruana and Spiritual Guide Fr 
Michael Twigg OMI. Countries visited were : Russia, the Czech Republic, 
Poland, Slovakia, Hungary and Croatia.  The whole experience was 
wonderfully rewarding and fulfilling. Organization of the 2017 pilgrimage 
was in part informed by feedback from participants in the 2016 pilgrimage. 
Masses were celebrated on five occasions in places of great significance such 
as at the Kolbe Centre near Auschwitz. Discussion groups  (with rotating 
membership and chairs) met on five occasions again at times and places of 
significance.  This process created the opportunity for participants to share 
their insights and understandings of the many layers of the experience.  Apart 
from the religious and spiritual dynamics of the pilgrimage participants 
enjoyed the many cultural and musical highlights of the tour. 

 Central and South America 2018: 
o In 2018 the PAVCSS pilgrimage will take participants to three countries : El 

Salvador, Peru and Bolivia. The tour Leader will be Dr James Nickoloff, 
Adjunct Professor of Moral Theology at Barry Dominican University in 
Miami. Many Principals will remember Professor Nickoloff as an 
inspirational Principal Presenter at the 2012 PAVCSS conference. Spiritual 
Guide will be Fr Tom Martin SJ, an Australian priest who has lived and 
worked in Central and South America for a number of years. Participants in 
the 2018 pilgrimage will find that the focus will be more directly on the 



mission and outreach of the Church than has been the case on previous 
pilgrimages. For example : the entire experience of the  five days in El 
Salvador will be conducted by CRISPAZ (Christians for Peace in El 
Salvador) and will include three nights of homestays with host families. Fr 
Tom Martin has already planned some of the Masses at places of significance 
: e.g. : there will be a Mass at the tomb of the Blessed Oscar Romero in San 
Salvador and another Mass with local people  in the Canto Grande in Lima. 
Participants will of course also enjoy the many cultural highlights of the tour 
including a couple of days at Mach Pichu in Peru. Professor Nickoloff will be 
conducting an orientation evening for intending pilgrims on the evening of 
Wednesday March 28 at Siena College Camberwell : The Cross and 
Resurrection in Latin America. 

 2019 pilgrimage : 
o Planning for the 2019 pilgrimage commenced at the Faith and Enrichment 

committee meeting conducted on Friday November 17. A return to the Holy 
Land? Celtic Spirituality? Other ideas?  Watch this space for more details in 
the near future! 

2. School Tours : 
 2017 Schools Tour: 

o Fr Ronald Rolheiser OMI conducted a very successful tour of our schools : 
Monday July 31 to Friday August 4 (inclusive). 1844 staff from 29 of our 
schools heard Fr Ronald over the course of his tour. The vast majority of 
respondents wrote vey affirming comments in relation to Fr Ronald’s tour: 
e.g. “As expected, Ron was fantastic, very engaging and responded well to 
audience questions”; “Fantastic presenter: really refreshing being a priest 
at our level”; “A wonderful teacher and presenter. Very grateful for this 
opportunity”; “Very well accepted and his talks were a great point of 
discussion in the succeeding days”. Apart from being a wonderful success 
from a spiritual point of view the tour was also a financial success and it was 
possible to drop the charge from the advertised $25 per person to $15 per 
person. Fr Ronald has indicated that he would like to return to Victoria in the 
not too distant future. 

 2018 Schools Tour: 
o Principals who attended the 2017 PAVCS conference would be aware of the 

wonderful spirituality and humble presence of Fr Timothy Radcliffe OP. In 
2018 Fr Timothy will be conducting a schools tour and plans for this are well 
underway. Over the four week period (Monday July 16 to Friday August 10 
excluding the 4 Wednesdays) Fr Timothy will address approximately 4,500 
staff members of our secondary schools. Fr Timothy is offering the following 
topics: 
a) Chef’s recommendations for a general audience: 

i. Let them be one : Catholic Identity. 
ii. Christian Leadership in the light of the Parable of the Prodigal Son. 

iii. How can we touch the imagination of our contemporaries? (with the 
help of clips from the film “Of Gods and Men”) 

iv. Abounding Mercy: How can we forgive? 
v. What hope can we offer the young? The witness of our brothers and 

sisters in the Middle East. 
vi. The holiness of the body. 

vii. Revelation: Conversations with God. 
viii. Can we all feel at home in the Church? 

ix. How  does God live I our love? 



x. Can one be Christian and free? 
xi. Making place for the conscience of the laity : the Challenge of 

Amoris Laetitia. 
b) Other tropics of a more particular interest: 

i. Music. Sing our hope. 
ii. Teaching as an act of friendship. 

iii. Celibacy and intimacy. 
iv. Spirituality : a soft option? 
v. Being a Priest in the 21st century. 

vi. Dominican Word and Witness: living between the library and the 
coalface. 

vii. Sanctifying the day: the rhythm and the breviary.  
o The organisation Fr Timothy’s 2018 tour has to take note of the following 

factors: 
i. Fr Timothy has always made it clear that he doesn’t want to deliver 

more than two keynotes on any one day and that each keynote 
should not exceed 50 minutes in duration. He’s not thinking of 
himself at all in this. His reasons are twofold: 

 He believes that it is unrealistic to expect an audience to 
listen to more than about 50 minutes of continuous 
input at any one sitting. 

 He believes that there should be as much time as possible 
for processing and discussion by and with participants. 

ii. Fr Timothy is of course more than ready to enter into Q and A with 
participants following conclusion of each keynote and in other ways. 
He’s a thoroughly engaging and personable man and such 
interactions will always be both productive and of much interest. 

iii. Fr Timothy has agreed to deliver a short 15 or 20 minute extension 
of one of the two major keynotes selected just prior to lunch. 

iv. The major processing session will take place after lunch. Obviously 
there is a range of ways in which such processing might be arranged. 
The most obvious  are : 

 Group breakouts followed by a full plenary 
 A full plenary only with a panel  
 A combination of group breakouts and plenary in some 

other way. 
o Paul Ryan is currently engaged in discussions with Principals involved in the 

2018 tour regarding details of the organization of their days. Paul will be 
seeking Fr Timothy on Tuesday January 16 2018 for further discussions 
regarding his tour. 

 2019 Schools Tour: 
o Dr Thomas H Groome, Professor of Theology and Religious Education and 

Director of the Church of the 21st Century Centre at Boston College 
Massachusetts USA, has agreed to conduct a seven day schools tour in 2019: 
4 days in the Archdiocese of Melbourne and 1 day in each of the Country 
Dioceses. It is intended that this will  take place early in term three 2019. 
Conversations are underway regarding themes to be offered. Professor 
Groome has however made the point that the focus of his presentations for 
his 2019 tour should be centred on the field for which he is most widely 
known : Education from and for Faith. Arrangements are currently being 
undertaken to seek approval for Dr Groome’s visit in 2019. Dr Groome of 



course understands that approval from the Archbishop is necessary for this 
2019 tour to go ahead.   

3. Memorial Leadership Scholarship:  
 2018: 

o The 2018 scholarship was awarded to Ms Rebecca Cetrola, Deputy Principal 
and Head of Campus at St Francis Xavier College Beaconsfield. The 
Association is indebted to two former Catholic Secondary Principals who 
have again constituted the Selection Panel : Mrs Elizabeth Monahan and Mrs 
Susan Danckert.  Mrs Monahan and Mrs Danckert have again interviewed all 
the applicants for the 2018 scholarship and made their recommendation to the 
Executive.   

 2019:  
o Applications for the 2019 scholarship should be with the Executive Officer 

no later than Wednesday March 28, 2018. Interview will be conducted 
towards the end of April 2018. Mrs Monahan and Mrs Danckert will again 
conduct the interview and selection process. 

 
4. Conferences 2017, 2018 and 2019: 

 Conference 2017 : 
o Tuesday May 16 (afternoon) to Friday (morning) May 19 at the Vibe 

Conference Centre Marysville. The return to Marysville was appreciated by 
many.  Fr Timothy Radcliffe OP, Blackfriars College Oxford, was Principal 
Presenter at this year’s conference. Fr Timothy developed his theme over the 
two days of the conference ”Sharing the Adventure of Faith: A Journey in 
Imagination “in four keynotes: 

i. How to Grow Up (with focus on the Parable of the Prodigal 
Son). 

ii. The Catholic Principal from Manager to Faith Leader ( The 
Parable of the Prodigal Son ii) 

iii. Touching the Imagination : The Adventure of Faith. 
iv. Touching the Imagination: The Adventure of Teaching.  

o Conference respondents were unanimous in expressing high approval for Fr 
Timothy Radcliffe OP. It was noted that 75% of all conference participants 
completed the evaluation document. In the past, completion rates had been 
closer to 50%. 96.15% of respondents rated Fr Timothy at 5/5 with 2 
respondents registering only 4/5. A number of respondents stated that the 
2017 conference was the best PAVCSS Conference organised in the last 10 
or 15 years with some respondents stating that it was the best conference they 
had ever attended anywhere. The overall view was probably encapsulated by 
the respondent who wrote “Brilliant, capable, engaging, gracious, modest, 
inspiring, inclusive, wise, practical. Thanks for the opportunity to hear from 
this wonderful man of God.”  

o Dr Paul Sharkey was also a valued conference presenter. As in past years the 
sessions “From the Heart” were highly valued by all participants and this 
year thanks are extended to the following Principals for sharing their insights 
and experience: Gerald Bain-King, Luci Quinn, Filina Virgato and Andrew 
Watson. 

o Special thanks are extended to the conference planning committee: Anthony 
Kirley (Chair), Gerald Bain-King, Deborah Barker, Michael Delaney, Darren 
Egberts, Rita Grima, Elizabeth Hanney, Gaynor Robson-Garth, Mark 
Murphy and Andrew Watson. Mark Murphy and Elizabeth Hanney are also 
acknowledged for their role as Conference Facilitators. 



 Conference 2018: 
o Venue : The RACV Goldfields Resort, Creswick Victoria. 
o Dates : Tuesday May 22 (evening) to Friday (morning) May 25, 2018. 
o Principal Presenter: Dr Thomas H Groome, Professor of Theology and 

Religious Education and Director of the Church of the 21st Century Centre 
at Boston College. 

o Theme: Education From and for Faith. 
o Keynotes: 

i. Challenges and opportunities of Faith based education in a 
Postmodern World 

ii. Catholic Education with focus on Jesus 
iii. Catholic Education with focus on Tradition 
iv. Catholic Education for a Life in Faith. 

 Conference 2019: 
o Dates : Tuesday (evening) May 21 to Friday (morning) May 24, 2019. 
o Venue : The Vibe Conference Centre, Murchison Street Marysville. 
o Principal Presenter: Professor Anna Rowlands, Deputy Director of the 

Centre for Catholic Studies at Durham University (since 2013). Dr 
Rowlands teaches and writes on Political Theology, Moral Theology and 
Practical Theology and has a specialist interest in Catholic Social Thought. 
Her doctoral research offered the first doctoral level theological engagement 
with the work of Jewish social philosopher Gillian Rose, and she maintains 
and interest in the work of Rose, Hannah Arendt and Simone Weil. She is 
currently writing a book for theologians and policy makers on Catholic 
Social Teaching. Dr Rowlands has a particular interest in multi-contextual 
research and is Founding Chair of an innovative practitioner-academic 
Centre for Catholic Social Thought and Practice and works closely with a 
number of leading Faith-Based Organizations including, Citizens UK, 
CAFOD and the Caritas Social Action Network. 

o Theme: The Faith and Enrichment committee has commenced consideration 
of an appropriate theme for the 2019 conference. Paul Ryan will be having 
discussions on this with Dr Rowlands in January 2018. 

 
5. Principals’ Retreat 2018: 

 Fr Timothy Radcliffe assisted by one other facilitator will conduct the 2018 
Principals’ Retreat over Monday August 13 and Tuesday August 14. The venue will 
be the Grange Cleveland Winery at Lancefield. The 2018 Retreat theme will be: 
“Depthing the Principal’s Personal Spirituality as a Faith Leader”. There will be 
provision for one-on-one spiritual direction and consequently there will be less time 
devoted to plenary sessions: it is likely that there will be three such sessions and not 
four. It will be necessary for Principals who wish to take part in this Retreat to 
register and pay a 30% deposit by Friday February 9, 2018 with final and full 
payment due on Friday April 27, 2018. 

 


