
 
 
 
President’s Report 
 
 
The Chinese proverb ‘may you live in interesting times’ came to mind as I reflected 
back on the in the life of this vibrant Association in the past twelve months. I take 
this opportunity to remind all members of the Association of our Vision which is to 
seek to be: 
 
• An active and courageous witness in the mission of the Catholic Church. 
• A collaborative and dynamic association responsive to the professional and 

personal needs of Catholic Secondary School Principals. 
• A visionary and challenging body, which advances the quality of education in 

Catholic secondary schools in Victoria. 
 
In relation to the first point above, the Association has been active in 2015 with the 
range of presenters taking centre stage at our General meetings, the annual 
Conference and indeed in our schools. Francis Sullivan, CEO of the Truth, Justice and 
Healing Council presented with equal measures of authenticity and compassion (not 
pathos) at our first meeting at Essendon on the Royal Commission into Institutional 
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. 
 
Dr Matthew Ashley, an outstanding Theologian, and Head of the Department of 
Theology at Notre Dame University led our annual conference”Formed By and For 
Mercy: Following Christ in a Suffering World”. Matthew shared with us his intimate 
knowledge of Latin American theology, and the theology of liberation as he weaved 
his narrative before a captive audience at Torquay. Bishop Mark Edwards recently 
appointed Auxiliary Bishop in the Archdiocese of Melbourne and former Principal of 
Iona College Brisbane also made an outstanding contribution to the conference.  
 
Dr Richard Gaillardetz’s presentations to our secondary schools in Term 3 was an 
outstanding success and special acknowledgement in that regard to Paul Ryan who 
coordinated the program and ensured that Rick and his wife Dianne were most 
welcome in Victoria. 
 
Rick’s topics included “Christian Spirituality in a Gadget Filled World”, “The Mystery 
of Suffering and Evil”, “Finding God in a Post Modern World”, “Vatican ii & the 
Church Today” and “Wrestling with Tradition”: all substantive topics for our staff to 
reflect on in the context of our Church today. Overall Rick spoke to just over 3,600 
secondary staff members from 48 of our Catholic secondary Colleges. 
 
In relation to our second Vision declaration listed above, the Association has 
continued to respond to the professional and personal needs of our members.  
All new members of the Association were welcomed either personally or in their 
absence at a dinner in December and all were supported through a mentoring 



program, as a sign of our collegiality. Also, the President and Executive Officer visited 
the schools of six of our eight new members; these visits were well appreciated by our 
new members. 
 
 
Our new members have arrived into their roles in the middle of a MEA rollout that 
needed extra attention regarding Staff Attendance time and Category B staff in our 
General Meetings. While that attention was without doubt necessary, we also 
presented on the theme of “The Art of Leadership” in our June meeting with several 
members contributing to their approaches to managing and developing staff in their 
schools. 
 
The Association has also long recognised its responsibility in relation to the next 
generation of Catholic School leaders and accordingly has continued to work with the 
VCSSDPA. This year the very successful Joint Professional Development Event was 
conducted again at the NGV in August and in late October Principals and Deputies 
were in conversation on the issue of ”Preparing for Principalship”. I thank Darren 
Atkinson, Mary Fitz-Gerald, Jane Tibb and Matthew Byrne for the leading roles they 
carried out in this event. 
 
In regard to our third Vision declaration listed above, our members have contributed 
in so many ways to the vision of Catholic education in the past year- through 
representation on various committees and the like. And our LPUC Committee led ably 
by Philip Morison has been challenging certain recommendations made by the Salary 
and Conditions Board (SCB) that may impact on both our current members and the 
next generation of Principals. 
 
This SCB process led to the PAVCSS being invited to address the CECV Board in April 
this year. April Honeyman, Philip Morison and myself represented the Association in 
what was, I guess, a seminal moment in our history. We took the opportunity to flag 
the strength of our system that has come with the autonomy of the role a Catholic 
secondary Principal in Victoria, and the common Catholic narrative that we share with 
the Bishops and the CECV.  
 
I also thank and acknowledge the many colleagues too numerous to mention who 
have freely given of their time and expertise to represent the Association on a wide 
range of committees both at diocesan level and at the level of the CECV 
 
I am sure all members are aware that we are leading Catholic secondary schools at a 
special time in the Church’s history as we being guided by Pope Francis, the  
first non-European Pope and the first Jesuit Pope. We are on a journey with Pope 
Francis, our local Bishops, Priests, Religious and lay people as we lead our school 
communities with imagination, integrity and stewardship into the future. 
Congratulations to our colleagues who have received Awards in 2015: 
 

• PAVCSS Life Membership :  Patricia Cowling 
• PAVCSS Fellow :  David Leslie 



• PAVCSS Chartered Fellows : Sandra Diafas and Philip Morison 
• 2015 J D Laing Award for Professional Development :  Bernard Neal 
• ACEL National Fellowships. ACEL Fellowships are awarded annually to 

members who have made a positive impact on student and organisational 
outcomes beyond their own contexts and have also made an outstanding 
contribution to ACEL. ACEL Fellowship recipients for 2015 included :  Patricia 
Cowling,  Margaret McKenna and Anthony O’Byrne  

 
 
A special acknowledgment to Paul Ryan, our Executive Officer who has completed 
his 11th year in his role for the Association and has already secured our guest 
speaker for our 2017 Conference: Fr Timothy Radcliffe OP! Paul’s meticulous 
approach to his work and unwavering commitment to our members has meant the 
PAVCSS has set a high benchmark for Principal associations across the country. 
 
I would like to thank all members of the Executive for their commitment in 2015. At 
the time of writing I am not aware of the composition of the 2016 Executive, but I 
note that April Honeyman is stepping down from the Executive. April has been a 
member of the Executive from 1998-2009 and 2011-2015, and held roles as Vice 
President from 2001-2004 and Secretary form 2005-2007. As members would be 
aware April was our President in 2008 and 2009 and also served as our CaSPA 
representative in recent years. “Well done, good and faithful servant”’ (Matthew 
25). 
 
This year, we farewell a number of colleagues. I acknowledge Cath Dillon and Mary 
Stack who are both moving into new roles from 2016. In particular I want to 
acknowledge those who have served the Association with distinction over many 
years: our new Life Member Patricia Cowling along with Leonie Keaney, Margaret 
McKenna and Christopher Houlihan. They have all held prominent roles in the 
PAVCCS Executive over the past decade and our Association is the richer for their 
work.   
 
In conclusion I would like to ask members to reflect again for a moment on the 
contribution made to our Association by Fr Frank Shortis.  Fr Frank was a man of 
deep Faith: a wonderful priest and a truly humble man. His passing earlier this year 
was the passing of an icon within Catholic Education in Victoria. He lit the torch for 
us in 1974 and it is up to us now to ensure that this torch is carried with distinction 
into 2016. 
 
 

 
 
Mark Sheehan 
October 30, 2015 
 



 
 
 
 


