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The 2017 school year was another lively chapter in the PAVCSS narrative with one 
highlight being Korero, the New Zealand Principals conference in July. The conference 
was co-sponsored by our national body, CaSPA, and a significant number of PAVCCS 
members attended. The opening ceremony was particularly moving as both the local 
clergy and lay Principals demonstrated their national pride and outward affection for 
their indigenous culture. Those PAVCSS members in attendance and enjoyed both the 
conference sessions, which were collaborative in nature and the ambience of 
Queenstown in the winter evenings. 
 
Looking back on our agenda for the General meetings in 2017, one can see a range of 
topics being addressed including: 

• Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. 
• Victorian Government ‘Child Safety ‘legislation  
• CECV matters, including the next MEA and SCB determinations 

 
In our February meeting at Essendon, Danielle Cronin, NCEC, addressed the issues of 
the Royal Commission and community attitudes towards Catholic Education. Danielle 
presented extensive data on Catholic school enrolments across Australia, including 
the opening of new schools, and detailed the Recurrent Government income per 
student coming into schools. 
 
It was ‘a lawyer’s picnic’ in May when we welcomed both Tim Mulvany and Bell 
Tallboys. Tim addressed the meeting on Family Law Issues which have become quite 
prominent in schools in the past decade. 
Ben Tallboys followed Tim and he spoke about Principal Well Being – what if the 
complaint is about you the Principal? This session was quite intense as we went 
through some case studies of Principals and Boards not working in harmony, and Ben 
emphasised the importance of maintaining workable and up to date bullying policies 
throughout the school. 
 
In June, the key speaker was Rose Marie Prosser on Catholic Faith and Identity. Rose 
Marie narrated the Catholic life journey from the 1960s to now, with all the challenges 
schools face in being the focal point of Catholic faith in teenagers’ lives and 
increasingly in that of their parents. 
 
Dennis Torpy from CEM presented the Reportable Conduct Scheme being rolled out 
in Victoria, and we heard more about this in our August meeting from Kate Roberts 
and Renee Mooney. 
 
In term 3 the opportunity was also provided for schools to access our 2017 visiting 
Theologian, Fr Ron Rolheiser OMI, President of the Oblate School of Theology in San 
Antonio, Texas. Over the course of one week, Fr Ron’s lecture tour spanned 31 schools 
with audiences totalling over 1850 participants. One Principal wrote: 



“I thought Father Ron was excellent and provided for a very good day of 
reflection. He was thought provoking and challenging to both conservative and 
liberal views on Catholicism. He is clearly an expert in his field and I have found 
myself going back to several of his comments in the time since his talk. I 
received very positive feedback from Staff who felt he was approachable, easy 
to listen to and made them feel comfortable. Every Staff member was able to 
relate something that Fr Rolheiser presented that resonated with them.” 

Through these programs, I believe the Executive has been faithful to our Association’s 
Vision to be responsive to the professional and personal needs of Catholic Secondary 
School Principals and to be a visionary and challenging body, which advances the 
quality of education in Catholic secondary schools in Victoria. 
 
The Association has also long recognised its responsibility in relation to the next 
generation of Catholic School leaders and accordingly has continued to work with the 
VCSSDPA. This year the very successful Joint Professional Development Event was 
conducted again during winter at the NGV: Van Gogh: The Seasons. 162 
participants from 33 schools attended this event 
 
I would like to acknowledge the following members of the Executive who have 
contributed so much to the Association over the past year.  
I acknowledge Gaynor Robson Garth as Vice President who picks up aspects of my role 
I can’t manage to get to, and is a reassuring presence at the regular CEM Executive 
Briefings each term. I also acknowledge Kate Dishon who is leading the LPUC team, 
with seemingly endless meetings with the Salary and Conditions Board, on things close 
to our heart. Each of those SCB meetings is preceded by consultation with our LPUC 
team and colleagues, so it’s a constant cycle throughout the year. And I take the 
opportunity also to acknowledge Andrew Watson. Andrew was nominated to be Vice 
President of CaSPA this year, so as well as keeping an eye of our financial situation, he 
is increasingly involved in influencing the national Agenda. 
 
I also thank the General members of the Executive for their contributions this year: 
Darren Atkinson, Matthew Byrne, Michael Delaney, Rita Grima, Elizabeth Hanney, 
Anthony Kirley, David Leslie and Mark Murphy. 

 
I also thank and acknowledge the many colleagues too numerous to mention who 
have freely given of their time and expertise to represent the Association on a wide 
range of committees both at Diocesan level and CECV level. 
 
Congratulations to our colleagues who have received Awards in 2017: 
 

• PAVCSS Life Membership : Julie Ryan (whose induction as 30th Life Member of 
the Association has just been accepted unanimously by our AGM vote) 

• PAVCSS Chartered Fellow: David Leslie. 
• PAVCSS Fellow: Anthony Kirley. 
• 2017 J D Laing Award for Professional Development:  Kate Fogarty. Kate 

received her Award at a ceremony conducted by Principals Australia last night. 



 
A special acknowledgment to Paul Ryan, our Executive Officer who has had a 
talismanic influence on our Association since he started with us 13 years ago. In the 
last six years, Paul’s influence has seen us land the likes of James Nickoloff, Amy-Jill 
Levine, Richard Gaillardetz, Matthew Ashley, Ernesto Valiente, Fr Ronald Rolheiser 
OMI and Fr Timothy Radcliffe OP to our shores for both the conference and in most 
cases schools visits. Paul recently visited Dr Thomas Groome at Boston College in 
preparation for the 2018 Conference at Creswick  
Paul has already secured our Principal Presenter for the 2019 PAVCSS conference: Dr 
Anna Rowlands, St Hilda Associate Professor of Catholic Social Thought and Practice, 
Lecturer in Contemporary Catholic Theology and Deputy Director the Centre for 
Catholic Studies at Durham University.  
Paul’s unflagging approach to his role and resolute commitment to our members has 
ensured many programs of high quality throughout 2017. Paul’s ‘explorer spirit’ was 
on display during the ‘Graces of Eastern Graces Pilgrimage’, especially when he led 
our colleague, Chris Randal beyond the barricades in Moscow thus needing some re 
direction from the Leib Guard! 
 
This year, we farewell a number of colleagues. I acknowledge moving onto new 
endeavours in 2018. In particular I want to acknowledge those who have served 
Catholic Education with distinction over many years:  

• Br Garry Coyte fsc. 
• Dr Christopher Hayes. 
• Mrs Leonie Irwin. 
• Mrs Margaret McKenna. 
• Ms Maureen Ryan. 
• And of course : Ms Julie Ryan 

 
In conclusion, I would leave you with some words of faith and inspiration from Fr 
Timothy Radcliffe who delved into the Parable of the Prodigal Son at our Marysville 
conference. Christian Leadership means that you don’t care primarily for your own 
dignity. In the parable, the father leapt and went to his prodigal son because he didn’t 
care for his own dignity. Leadership means that you care for the dignity of everyone 
else, before yourself. A true measure of Servant Leadership. 
 


